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NURSING IN MISSION STATIONS 
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(This department has a two-fold purpose, — to keep nurses in this country 
informed regarding the work of missionary nurses, and to put missionary nurses 
in touch with each other, for an interchange of ideas, questions, and sug- 
gestions. All nurses engaged in mission work, of every creed and country, are 
invited to contribute to its columns.) 

A CHINESE FIKE-ENGINE 

From a home letter written by Ida M. Albaugh of Kiang-Yan we 
take this account of a fire in a mission hospital. 

"Early this morning, when Dr. Worth went to the hospital, he 
. . . noticed smoke coming up through the floor of the dispensing- 
room. . . . Almost as soon as he called for water some of the Chinese 
helpers had it there, and they worked like firemen then to save the 
building. At first he thought the fire was burning under the whole 
building, and gave the order to take out the furniture and see to the 
safety of the patients. Fortunately there were only two bed-ridden 
patients, and they were quickly removed to places of safety; the opium 
patients were released, and in a very short time the rooms were cleared. 

" By that time the neighborhood was aroused, and some one seized a 
gong and running into the city beating it gave what we at home call a 
fire alarm. It served the purpose, and by the time Mrs. Worth and I 
got there the first engine had arrived. The horses which drew it looked 
strangely like Chinamen, and it had no wheels, but was supported on 
the shoulders of the men on long poles. Before it came a gong, going 
bang ! bang ! bang ! as hard as ever it could. They quickly set it down 
on the ground, while men with buckets of water hastened to fill the 
tank which holds about forty or fifty gallons of water. Across the top 
of this tank was a pump, which was worked by a long pole going up and 
down like a see-saw ; attached to the pump was a long brass nozzle, which 
could be raised or lowered, and that was the engine — water-dragon — 
they call it. It is a very crude affair, and Mrs. Worth says she has often 
laughed at them, but none of us will laugh at them again, for they were 
a great factor in the saving of the building, which has been so long needed 
and so thankfully received when it came at last. One after another these 
little engines came until they had at least eight or ten, and they worked 
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faithfully. I was, of course, unable to talk, 1 but Mrs. Worth asked me 
to stay where a lot of things were lying on the ground and watch that 
nothing was carried away, so there I stayed. Fortunately for me it 
was where I could see a big part of the fight, and as the operating table 
was there, I got up on it and so could see everything. I prayed and 
watched ; it was all I could do ; but I did that as hard as I could, and 
as I watched I could see the fire gradually getting more and more under 
control, and then my supplications were turned into thanksgivings and 
rejoicings that God was answering the prayers of His people. 

" Where I was standing I could see one of the rooms where the fight 
was raging hardest, and it was really inspiring to see how faithfully the 
Chinese — both Christian and heathen — worked. They had to carry all 
the water from the canal, a distance of about 200 feet. Three men 
stood waist deep in the icy water to fill the buckets, and then the men and 
boys ran with them, twelve or fifteen steps up the canal banks, to the 
gate, turning three corners to get to the engines, emptying their buckets 
and returning for more. I saw, it seemed to me, hundreds come to the 
side where I was with buckets, pitchers, old five-gallon square kerosene 
cans, and a kind of basket which holds water. Even a baby's bath-tub 
was doing duty. Every one who had a bucket sent it, and anything 
in the world that could be of service was there. People whom the mis- 
sionaries have thought were unfriendly, and those who might have borne 
grudges for having been discharged as servants, and heathen by the score, 
were there all working together. 

"The city and camp officials were there; the soldiers were sent out 
to maintain order and were seen everywhere with guns and bayonets 
and pikes and halberds. Four were stationed at the gate to see that no 
women and children, or those who would get in the way, were allowed 
to come in, and all that the authorities could do to help was done. 

"The boys from Mr. Little's schools, large and small, were there 
working; their teachers and the young student doctor working like 
coolies. One of the school-boys has only one arm, and he was one of 
the most faithful water-carriers. Preachers, teachers, tailors, cooks, 
house-boys, coolies — it was all one and they had but one idea — to save 
the ' Jesus Chapel,' as they call it. 

"The furniture is not so extensive as is to be found in the United 
States hospitals, but the beds are single iron beds, and many of them 
were thrown out of the second story windows. A few of them were 
broken, but they stood it very well indeed. We are firm believers now in 
buying strong beds ; it pays if they have to go through a Chinese fire." 

'Misa Albaugh had but recently arrived in China. 
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ITEMS 

Margaret E. Bender, a missionary nufse in Shanghai, China, 
arrived in this country on furlough on July 27. 

Woman's Work tells of a real little girl, daughter of a missionary 
in the Philippines, accustomed to the manifold sanitary precautions 
needful there, who on hearing the story of Elijah and the ravens said : 
" I suppose he could break out the parts where their beaks touched the 
food so that he would not get any microbes." 

On hearing about Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, she 
said : " The Lord told her not to drink the well water, He would give her 
some distilled water." 

Her mother adds that when she leaves a native to wash her dishes, 
she pleads the ancient promise, "I will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes," feeling that they need protection from germs as much as the 
ancient Israelites did from locusts or grasshoppers, and that she has 
sometimes thought that the prophecy, " The fire causeth the water to boil 
to make Thy name known to Thine adversaries," might have been a 
foreshadowing of missionary life in the tropics where boiled water is so 
necessary to their living to " make His name known." 



A home for the medical treatment of infants having hereditary 
syphilis has been opened in Priedrichshagen, near Berlin, with Sister 
Emma Koberlin, one of the members of the German Nurses' Association, 
in charge. Infants are taken as early as possible, from a few weeks old, 
and, as treatment needs to be prolonged, they are to be kept for several 
years. Beginning with ten babies, the home will admit ten every year 
until its capacity of forty shall be maintained. Mothers will be taken 
while the babes are breast-fed. Artificial nourishment if needed will 
be cow's milk. No line will be drawn between legitimate and illegitimate 
children — the plan is to rescue infant victims of venereal disease as 
early and treat them as thoroughly as possible as part of the modern 
combat against those diseases. The mothers often show no symptoms 
and only the blood examination proves their own infection. Germany 
is entering upon a determined war against venereal disease. 



